
Professor X and the Library Book Drop 

by Lucile C. Lacy 

     When I was a teenager, a high school teacher told me that I would never be a success in my life and that I’d 

be a detriment to society. It was the first time anyone had made such a sweeping negative evaluation of my 

potential, and I was devastated. 

     After completing a master’s degree in music education from George Peabody College for Teachers, I taught 

college for several years. Then I prayed, “Lord, if it is Your will for me to pursue a doctoral degree,  prepare 

the way.” Unexpectedly I was awarded a United Negro College Fund Teaching Grant for $10,000,  renewable 

annually. To me this seemed a notable honor for one who had been told by a professional educator that she had 

no future. 

     I wanted to get my doctoral degree from Ohio State University. From a pool of 400 applicants, I was one of 

10 accepted into the program. Soon I met Professor X, who told me that as a Seventh-day Adventist I had no 

chance of succeeding as a doctoral student at OSU. The graduate music program was impossible to complete 

while missing Friday night and Saturday sessions. He said I should either attend the classes as required or 

withdraw from the program. I left his office determined to complete the program and keep the Sabbath. 

Isn’t God Good!       submitted by Doug Woods 
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     One Friday afternoon at the end of one semester, Professor X gave the class an  

almost impossible “take home” final exam. It was due the following Monday and 

would require exhaustive research in the library all weekend. 

     Two hours before sunset on Friday I closed up all my studies and prepared for 

the Sabbath. Saturday evening some of my classmates called to wish me success. 

They had spent all Friday evening and all day Saturday in the library and were far 

from finished. 

     By Sunday evening, after 10 hours of research, I had answered three of the 

exam’s ten questions. I stopped and communed with God for one hour. Then, one 

hour before the library closed, I was impressed to walk down the stacks. Praying 

silently and with tears running down my cheeks, I felt nothing but despair, when 

suddenly in front of me, a book dropped from the shelf and fell open to a page of 

information I needed. I quickly picked up the book and continued to walk down 

the aisle when another book fell from the shelf. Books began falling from high and 

low, faster and faster.                    

continued on page 5 



February has kept us busy with several projects! At the beginning of the 

month we had the surprise privilege of having Dr. Jennifer Swanson, 

a.k.a. Axel’s mom, taught the Nutrition Honor! It was a great addition to 

our work this year, and she had a great presentation 

and some fun activities to help us make better choices 

for our health!  

We are also moving into Knot Tying season! This can 

be a challenge for some, myself included, and a 

breeze for others! It’s always important to know some 

good knots should you ever need them!  

Next month will have us continuing our classwork and moving on to First Aid and   

Camping Skills! Watch for us to be serving for tips at a upcoming church event! This will 

be our first “official” fundraiser for the next Oshkosh! Thanks as always for your prayers!  

Pathfinders       by Twyla Luke 

Game Night 2            by Lynn Berg 

As the sun started to set on Feb 11th, another exciting evening began at Peninsula      

Adventist Elementary.  Activities such as RC cars, volleyball, and of course good 

old fashioned table games. Thank you, Pastor Mark and Branton for adding extra 

food by ordering a few pizzas for all the hungry volleyball players. With all the fun 

activities and full bellies, we can conclude it was a successful evening.  
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PERSONALITY TRAITS LINKED TO A 

PAINFUL CHILDHOOD 

Based on a Psychology Today Article by Seth 

Gillihan, Ph.D. 

Numerous studies have found that adult             

personality is significantly affected by painful   

experiences in childhood, such as: Physical, sexual 

or emotional abuse; neglect; death of a parent, a 

parent’s incarceration; being exposed to domestic 

violence; a parent’s substance abuse or serious 

mental illness, etc. 

The following personality traits are linked to  

childhood adversity. 

 

1. Neuroticism. A difficult childhood places a   

person at risk for experiencing a high degree of 

negative emotions. They may be prone to          

depression, worry, anger, panic, or other forms of 

anxiety. Once the person is upset, it may be hard to 

recover. These emotional difficulties are            

understandable given the person probably          

experienced a lot of difficult emotions as a child 

without learning how to manage them. 

 

2. Anger and Aggression. Adversity in childhood 

also predisposes a person to be angry, hostile, and 

verbally or physically aggressive. They may also 

tend to act impulsively. 

Come and enjoy a Mediterranean meal together 

(potluck) on Sunday, March 12, at 5:00 pm in the 

fellowship hall. Then, about 6:00 pm, travel with 

Mark and Collette as they share their experiences 

through slides from their trip to Bible Land. Watch 

the bulletin for more details.  

Health Notes        by Dr. Mike McBride 

Dinner and Travelogue 
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3. Low Agreeableness. Children who are neglected 

or mistreated early in life are more likely to be 

hard to get along with and to get into frequent   

arguments. Experiencing a lot of negative       

emotions including irritability and anger are no 

doubt related to this low agreeableness quality. 

 

4. External Success Orientation. Early negative life 

experiences can lead to arrogance and an           

unhealthy sense of pride, which may help bolster 

an underlying sense of inadequacy or                

vulnerability. 

 

5. Low Engagement. Despite their focus on       

external success, the person may struggle to find 

true engagement in life. They may lack a clear 

sense of purpose and have a hard time finding  

constructive activities they care about and enjoy. 

 

Making Peace With Your Past: 

Whether this is your experience or someone you 

know, it may seem like double jeopardy—being 

wounded in childhood and then carrying the scars 

as an adult. However, we all need to extend to  

ourselves some compassion. Remember things 

you’ve managed to accomplish in your life despite 

the early challenges. Remember you are not alone; 

painful childhoods are tragically common. There 

are countless others who share in the history of 

suffering. A painful childhood may have shaped 

who you are, but it doesn’t have the final say in 

who you will become. But remember, above 

all else, God knows, God cares, God            

understands and will always be with you. 



ALL HANDS ON DECK!!!! SUNDAY, 

MARCH 5 at 9:30. Yes! It is time for our 

annual church cleaning. Jay does a fantastic 

job of keeping our church nice and clean 

each week, but it is time for that “spring” 

cleaning. A list of jobs will be on the foyer. 

If you are unable to make the March 5th 

date and would like to help on another day, 

please sign your name to the job you 

choose. Sign off on that same sheet when 

task is finished. 

Breakfast will be served by the Social  

Committee from 8:30 – 9:30 for all      

workbee-ers. Any questions? Call Sandi 

Christensen @ 360-375-0440. 

Annual Church Cleaning March Birthdays 

1    Erika McClure 
2    Doug Woods 
4    Marion Wagner 
5    Jadie Henton 
5    Elizabeth Smith 
6    Heather Reseck 
7    Elsie McClure 
7    Haley Rasco 
10  Paula Fagg 
14  Andrea Howe 
19  Wayne Wentland 

21  Bob Bagwell 
23  Cameron Needham 
26  Karen Iverson 
27  Miriam Rasco 
28  Daryl Knauff 
28  Greg Reseck 
28  Darlene Thomas 
31  Chris Needham 
31  Harvey Hochstetter 
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Isn’t God Good! Story, continued from page 1 

Each book was opened to an exact answer. 

 I grabbed a cart and moved quickly down the aisle picking up books. The library assistants heard the 

sounds of the books falling from the shelves and asked if I knew who was throwing the books. I just smiled 

through my tears, rejoiced in the Lord, and kept on picking up those books. 

 I was the only student who completed the entire exam. 

 Professor X was shocked. 

 I have found that people cannot set limits for us when we pray and completely depend on a loving God 

who honors those who trust in Him. 

 “Thou hast commanded thy precepts to be kept diligently. O that my ways may be steadfast in 

keeping thy statutes! Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all thy commandments.” 

Psalm 119:4-6, RSV. 

 [taken from Over & Over Again! 150 Adventists Share Personal Faith Stories About Stewardship. 

1998. NAD. Edited by Ronald Allan Knott] 
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Adventurers             by Kathy Mitchell 

This has been a very fast month for the Otters.  The Eager Beavers started out 

earning their pet chip.  They learned all about how important it is to take good 

care of your pets and love them.  We sure do!  They then showed their skills of 

“being a pet” on becoming dogs and running it out on the Agility Course set up 

by teacher Jay.  

 

The Builders class talked all about families.  

We talked about how all families are different. 

Different in  structure, type, age and culture. 

Just look at and compare the types of families.  

Adam & Eve had to move from their first home 

in a hurry, no in-laws for advice.  Abraham & 

Sara, a bit old to be first time parents.  Joseph 

and experiencing lots of siblings, (some don’t 

really like you).  Esther, was adopted and raised 

by an uncle.  Jesus, had an adopted father, and step siblings.  And like them, 

we all have different families.  We looked over old family photos, and made a 

family tree.  After learning Psalm 52:8, we concluded the best  family of all to 

be in, is the family of God! 

 

Our second meeting, the Beavers earned the Know Your Body chip.  We all 

have one!  They especially enjoyed learning about the 5 senses with tasting, drawing shapes on each others’ 

backs, playing guess the sound and sniffing scratch and sniff stickers.  Then we 

played a game that showed how fun it is to exercise when we pretend to be   

different animals.  The Builders even joined in. 

 

The Builders earned their Temperance badge.  We learned 1 Corinth. 6:19-20, 

and taking care of our bodies seemed much more important when we realized 

our body is a temple, and that Jesus bought us with His blood, so we don’t even 

own our bodies!  Mostly we discussed Drug abuse and had our own Doctor 

McClure on hand to talk to them 

about the harmful effects, especially 

when they are young. They             

re-enforced their desire to 

remain drug free and be prepared 

when temptation comes.  They     

colored some very colorful T-shirts, 

making up their own logos, to help 

the world to know, 

Otters Don’t Do 

Drugs!  

 

March is just around the corner, we’re ready to see what’s 

next.  Last month I asked for somebody that might volunteer to 

come be a much needed helper at our meetings.  I didn’t      

receive any bites, but if you’re still praying about it, please 

give me a call at 360-460-9945, I’d love to talk to you! 
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